
 

 

 

 

What is being monitored and why is it being monitored? 

One of the key requirements of the CFLRP is “to assess the positive or negative ecological, social, and 

economic effects of projects.” We are monitoring local residents,’ communities,’ and stakeholders’ 

perspectives on forest management and decision-making processes in the SW Crown under the 

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program (CFLRP). Among our measures are people’s 

attitudes toward completed and ongoing restoration projects and their priorities for future work.  

How are we monitoring? 

We plan to distribute a quantitative mail survey in late 2015 throughout the SW Crown landscape. 

The topics covered in the survey are described below. 

Categories of Questions in Social Survey 

 Effectiveness of CFLRP toward achieving project goals: These questions would measure 

perceptions of whether or not progress has been or is being made toward the CFLRP's 

intended project goals, such as:  

o improving job opportunities and contributing to a healthy economy  

o reducing fire hazards both in the WUI and across the landscape 

o improving fish and wildlife habitat and water quality, and reducing invasives 

o providing recreational opportunities, and 

o contributing to the sustainability of communities within the SW Crown. 

 Involvement/Participation: These questions would track general perceptions of inclusion and 

opportunity for inclusion in National Forest decision making processes, such as: 

o Whether residents believe their interests and concerns are being considered and 

addressed within current decision making processes (collaboration, NEPA, etc.) 

o Whether residents believe there is adequate opportunity to be involved 

 Trust in Forest Service and CFLRP Process: These questions would focus on perceptions of 

transparency and fairness in decision-making processes, such as: 

o Whether residents trust that the process is open, honest, and fair 

o  Whether residents trust that their participation in the process will result in 

management changes, if needed 

o If there is lack of trust, what is the cause of the mistrust? 

 Forest Management Values: These questions would assess how underlying values inform 

preferences for management alternatives, such as: 

o What makes this place unique and important? 

 Preferences for Restoration Treatments: These questions would measure general public 

preferences and prioritization for types of restoration activities and where, generally, they 

should be focused within the landscape, including: 

o Attitudes towards restoration activities, such as: road management, fuels treatments, 
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invasive species control, prescribed burns, and habitat restoration 

o Where residents think these activities should be focused (e.g. WUI or outside WUI; low-

severity vs. mixed severity stands; etc.) 

o Attitudes toward specific tools (e.g., prescribed fire) 

How will this information be used? 

Results will be used to identify avenues for improved involvement, communication, and 

prioritization of restoration treatments. For example: How can we better engage people in the 

decision-making process? Where are there disconnects between ecological knowledge and social 

perceptions? What aspects of trust are lacking? Why do people support or oppose activities? Where 

can we maximize overlap between social values and project goals? 

Next steps: We are currently undergoing the approval process at the Federal Office of Management 

and Budget (OMB) to implement our survey. If approved, we plan to test and distribute the survey in 

late 2015 and analyze the results in early 2016. The survey will then be repeated after the 10 years of 

the CFLRP, probably in 2023. 

Reports and Resources: 

 Initial SWCC Social Assessment Report: http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Bosak-

Belsky-Interviews-Final-Report-april-29-2013.pdf    

 Southwestern Crown Collaborative webpage: http://www.swcrown.org/  

 USFS Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program: http://www.fs.fed.us/restoration/CFLRP/  

 

Contacts:  
Alexander L. Metcalf: Research Assistant Professor, College of Forestry and Conservation, University of 

Montana, alex.metcalf@umontana.edu, (406) 243-6673. 

John Baldridge: Director of Survey Research, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of 

Montana, john.baldridge@business.umt.edu, (406) 243-5113. 

Cory Davis: SW Crown Monitoring Coordinator, Univ. of Montana, cory.davis@umontana.edu, (406) 257-3166. 

Partners: 

Flathead, Helena, and Lolo National Forests 

College of Forestry and Conservation, University of 

Montana 

Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University 

of Montana

 
Field trips and workshops held in the SW Crown as part of the CFLR program.
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