
 

 

 

 

What is being monitored and why is it being monitored? 

All Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program (CFLRP) projects are required to conduct 

multi-party monitoring “to assess the positive or negative ecological, social, and economic effect” of 

activities implemented under the program. This report summarizes results from an initial project of 

the Southwestern Crown Collaborative (SWCC) Socioeconomic Monitoring Working Group 

conducted in spring 2012 to get a sense of issues, language, and indicators related to social attitudes 

and concerns about forest management in the landscape.   

How are we monitoring? 

Nine people from the three main watersheds in the landscape were selected and interviewed on their 

concerns related to the following topics:  1) views of existing forest conditions in the project area; 2) 

personal forest product use in the project area; 3) forest aesthetics; 4) concerns related to road use and 

closure; 5) forest recreational use; 6) trust and commitment to public forest land management; 7) 

concerns related to wildfire and 8) knowledge of and approval towards the SWCC projects and 9) 

preferences for public participation and communication with the SWCC CFLRP. We constructed an 

interview questionnaire to guide each interview. 

Key Findings from 2012-2014: (also see maps below) 

 Even among nine people views on forest management and conditions differed widely. 

Viewpoints differ depending on an individual’s understanding and acceptance of natural 

processes, especially as they relate to historic forest disturbance. For example, some are more 

accepting of beetle-killed trees and burned forests while others see dead trees as a fire risk and 

lost timber value. 

 The main forest products that respondents collected from the SWCC forests included: food (game 

animals, mushrooms, berries), firewood, timber/logs, and gathering as recreation. People 

expressed the importance of forests for household consumption, for some as a primary input to 

their livelihood. 

 Most of the people we interviewed agreed about what constitutes a beautiful forest including an 

abundance of green trees, clean and cold water, and many flowers and wildlife.  

 All of those interviewed noted the importance of the topic of road use and closures and that it is 

highly charged and political. Among the nine people we spoke to approximately half said that 

there are too many forest roads (four of the nine), while the remaining five said that there are just 

the right amount of roads. No one felt that there were too few forest roads. 

 Every respondent we interviewed reported engaging in at least one (and usually several) types of 

recreational activities somewhere in the SWCC CFLRP area. A key difference is between 

motorized (4 respondents) versus non-motorized (5 respondents) recreation. 

 Fire is a very sensitive and emotionally charged topic, similar to discussions about roads. 

Responses ranged from accepting wildfire as a process of nature with minimal tolerance for 
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intervention to mitigate fuels to viewing wildfires and fuel mitigation as the result of both natural 

and human forces but which needs to be aggressively approached. 

 When asked about whether they trusted the Forest Service four respondents answered “yes”, 

three respondents answered “no”, and two had “no opinion”. Responses suggest that respondents 

judged the Forest Service on specific examples and organizational trends, but also the actions of 

individual people and offices. 

 Those interviewed had an array of different opinions about the ways that the SWCC CFLRP was 

(or was not) communicating with citizens and how the public might be better involved.  They also 

reported a variety of opinions regarding different communication strategies, suggesting a variety 

of methods for communicating with residents in the SWCC should be employed. 

 Special attention needs to be focused on identifying and prioritizing particular communities for 

monitoring the social impacts associated with activities and treatments occurring near to them. 

 There is also a need to continue collecting information to improve understanding of social and 

economic conditions in the Southwestern Crown area as well as to ascertaining how the project is 

specifically affecting these conditions.   

How will this information be used? 

These interviews were one of the first data collecting activities undertaken under the auspices of the 

Socio-economic Working Group. The purpose was to identify issues of concern, common language 

and potential indicators for use in future monitoring. It will be used to inform the upcoming social 

survey and to identify better ways to communicate amongst partners and the general public.  

Next steps: A landscape-wide social survey is currently being developed to further assess 

stakeholder’s viewpoints on forest management activities.  

Reports and Resources: 

 Social Assessment Report: http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Bosak-Belsky-

Interviews-Final-Report-april-29-2013.pdf   

 Southwestern Crown Collaborative webpage: http://www.swcrown.org/  

 USFS Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program: http://www.fs.fed.us/restoration/CFLRP/  

 

Contacts:  
Jill Belsky: Professor, College of Forestry and Conservation, University of Montana, 

jill.belsky@umontana.edu, (406) 243-4958. 

Cory Davis: SW Crown Monitoring Coordinator, Univ. of Montana, cory.davis@umontana.edu, (406) 257-3166. 

Partners: 

College of Forestry and Conservation, University of Montana 

Flathead, Helena, and Lolo National Forests
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