
SWCC Meeting Notes 

May 11, 2018 (12:30-4:30pm) 

Lolo National Forest Supervisor’s Office 

Attending: Jon Haufler (Co-chair), Jim Burchfield (Co-chair), Cory Davis (Coordinator), Craig Thompson, 

Mike Mayernik, Adam Switalski, Meghan Oswalt, Chip Weber, Mitch Doherty, Tami Fikstad, Wade Sims, 

Rob Rich, Tami Mackenzie, Luke Lamar, Chris Dowling, Sandy Mack, Darcy Stock, Melissa Jenkins, Sabine 

Mellmann-Brown, Andrew Hagemeier, Donald Long, Allen Branine 

We started with a round of introductions. Chris Dowling was introduced as the new District Ranger for 

the Swan Lake District of the Flathead National Forest. Darcy Stock is the new GIS analyst for BSLRP. 

The group received an update on the Beaver Creek project and discussed the amicus brief process. 

Beaver Creek is currently in litigation with an expected summary judgement at the end of the summer. 

The window to provide a letter as a friend of the court is very short and we missed it for this project. We 

need to be ready to provide such a letter in the future. SWCC members agreed to have Jim look into 

finding an appropriate attorney and to determine what it would take to draw up the framework of an 

amicus brief for us so we are more prepared next time. Jim will reach out to other groups (TWS) that 

have done this in the past for guidance. 

Cory shared the results of a brief survey (6 questions) of SWCC voting members. Items identified as 

successes for the SWCC: participants having a better understanding of how the Forest Service works, 

lasting relationships, monitoring, and improving existing projects. Items identified needing more 

success: getting more vegetation projects completed on the ground, involvement in project 

development, and a focus on community goals and helping build trust with Forests. Roles identified for 

the SWCC going forward were: continued BSLRP engagement, continue reviewing projects, monitoring, 

and more outreach within local communities. Timber industry personnel and local community members 

were the primary groups identified needing more representation in the group. The most important 

accomplishments for which stories need to be told: monitoring findings, citizen science, road 

decommissioning efforts, and economic benefits. Economic benefits were discussed and there was 

recognition that indirect benefits and avoidance of loss are difficult to quantify. Meghan shared that the 

WO is looking into a new program similar to R-CAT for capturing some of this. She will look into getting 

us more info. Finally, most respondents agreed that quarterly meetings are the right frequency of 

meetings, except during the summer when field trips may be more frequent. The group agreed it would 

be good to get reactions to these questions from Forest Service partners. Cory will pull the emails from 

the SWCC participants email list. 

Cory shared the list of projects approved for FY18 CFLRP monitoring funds (see attached spreadsheet). It 

was suggested that we find a way to document how the data for all of these projects are being used. It 

might be worth revisiting the DeLuca et al. (2010) paper on ecosystem monitoring. We could be a test 

case for following up on that paper. Cory will discuss with DeLuca. 



Field Trips: June 22 in the Swan Valley to discuss BSLRP findings. 

BSLRP: The BSLRP Team presented some of their draft findings. They are currently setting up meetings 

with CEQ, EPA, and FWS to talk about the NEPA side of things. The Forest Service is in the process of 

hiring 2-3 biologists to focus on ESA and FWS consultation, one of whom will work with the BSLRP team. 

The team plans to have a Proposed Action by late summer/fall. They currently need to incorporate 

existing projects (Glacier Loon, Cold Jim, etc.). There are ongoing discussions regarding the level of detail 

required for both the Proposed Action and the DEIS.  

Wade Sims presented the current aquatic system approach (see handouts). The approach focuses on 

two main components: road restoration and beaver restoration. Road restoration includes various levels 

of “stormproofing” to reduce sediment and improve flow, where needed. The draft assessment 

identified 99 miles of roads for stormproofing and another 67 miles for BMPs. The approach will not 

close existing open roads. Beaver restoration has been identified as an important way to offset 

predicted changes in flow due to climate change. The project is not recommending introducing beavers 

where they do not currently exist, but instead will construct beaver dam analog structures in 

appropriate places. Twenty-five sites were identified through modeling as the best locations for these 

structures. The aquatics component will eventually be joined with the terrestrial needs to identify areas 

for joint conservation. 

The team then presented the Terrestrial Needs Assessment (see handouts). This was based on photo 

interpretation analysis and comparison to historical and predicted future range of variations. Nine key 

components went into the prioritization analysis: legacy trees, whitebark pine, white pine, lynx habitat, 

mean fire return interval, structural stage/cover type, patch density, large patch index, and the wildland 

urban interface (WUI). A total of 112,608 acres were identified as opportunities for restoration for one 

of these components.  

The SWCC recommended simplifying the message and emphasizing the results when the project goes to 

the public. Understanding the history of the area is important. How did we get to where we are today 

and where should we go?  


