
Southwestern Crown Collaborative Meeting Notes 

June 22, 2018, Swan Valley Connections, Condon, Montana 

Attending: Jon Haufler (Co-Chair), Jim Burchfield (Co-Chair), Cory Davis (Coordinator), Melissa 

Jenkins, Luke Lamar, Rob Rich, Signe Leirfallom, Jacob Jeresek, Andy Reed, Tami Mackenzie, Rita 

Bennett, Chip Weber, Chris Dowling, Rachel Feigley, Sandy Mack, Rebecca Ramsey, Allen 

Branine 

Burchfield started with a welcome and round of introductions. 

The meeting notes from May 11 were approved. 

Davis gave an update on reauthorization of CFLRP based on a conversation with the CFLRP 

coordinator from the Washington Office. CFLRP has been attached to both the House and 

Senate versions of the Farm Bill (would be 5-yr re-authorization), but unclear if will make final 

cut. There is an ongoing internal NFS discussion about whether any new funds would go to 

existing projects or new ones. SWCC could send letters of support to congressional delegates. 

Montana Forest Collaboration Network will be holding a workshop “Telling our collaborative 

stories” in Kalispell Nov 14-15. See the MFCN webpage for details. 

District updates:  

Swan Lake District: Decisions on Glacier Loon, Cold Jim, and Beaver Creek coming soon.  

Seeley Lake District:  

Rice Ridge: July 11 comments due on Rice Ridge Salvage project - SWCC expressed our concerns 

that large snags were not being retained in treatment units. The snag density language is being 

interpreted as averaged across the landscape not within a unit. For some species there will be a 

likely to adversely affect call due to the effects of the fire, suppression, BAER, and salvage all 

being analyzed at once. Salvage effects will be minimal due to scale of fire. Potential for 

educational opportunities in telling effects of fire, including morels, Black-backed woodpecker, 

past fuel treatments/prescribed burns, planting (can select composition). SWCC will discuss this 

at next meeting. Aquatic offsets have been proposed for road building. There will be a Rice 

Ridge public forum on June 27 at the Seeley barn (5-7pm).  

Center Horse roads work still moving forward. 

Westside Bypass: potential for fuels reduction under Good Neighbor Authority with DNRC, just 

west of Seeley Lake. This could act as a primary line of defense, shaded fuel break, with 

prescribed underburn. SWCC will visit, potentially also Rice Ridge burned area, during next 

meeting July 30. 



Bridges: Dunham Creek bridge work implemented with $100K of additional CFLN funds. North 

Fork trail bridges completed with FLTP funds. 

Lincoln District: no one present. 

BSLRP update: Line officers going to discuss, as they did this time last year, options for moving 

analysis to next area: 1) finish Swan piece as a proof of concept first, 2) move to Seeley and 

upper-Swan next, 3) Just do upper-Swan, 4) go somewhere outside SW Crown in R1 next. The 

SWCC recommended option 1 last year and will continue to recommend that this year. Could 

potentially do a field trip centered on an “Implementation Guide” in the fall. Currently, the 

team is developing decision trees for the 9 identified focus areas/objectives. They shared a 

draft one for large trees. They’re working on how to combine the objectives.  

In the afternoon, a field trip to BSLRP areas of interest in the Swan was conducted. BSLRP team 

members joined us: Sabine Mellmann-Brown, Craig Thompson, Don Long, and Wade Sims. 

Next Meeting: July 30 in Seeley Lake 

 


