
 

 

Southwestern Crown Collaborative Meeting Notes 

August 9, 2016 

Business Meeting at Seeley RD  

Present: Tim Garcia (USFS), Nick Oschenek (USFS), Sandy Mack (USFS), Mike Pignataro (InRoads 

Consulting), Adam Switalski (InRoads Consulting), Mitch Doherty* (Missoula County), David 

Williams (USFS), Katie Knotek (USFS), Claire Campbell (USFS), Keith Van Broeke (USFS), Maria 

Mantas* (Swan Valley Connections), Roger Marshall* (citizen), Bill Wall* (Clearwater Resource 

Council), Scott Tomson (USFS), Edward Monnig* (citizen), Tim Love (Montana Forest 

Collaborative Network), Shane Hendrickson (USFS), Michael Stansberry (USFS), Rachel Feigley 

(USFS), Gary Burnett* (Blackfoot Challenge), Cory Davis* (UM). *denotes SWCC Voting Member 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Blackfoot-Swan Landscape Restoration Project (Sandy Mack): Biodiversity conservation and 

reducing uncharacteristic wildfire are still the main objectives. Sandy thanked EMRI for their 

report on the existing conditions and Natural Range of Variation (NRV). The BSLRP team didn’t 

get to work closely with EMRI, but it will be helpful. It helps articulate how the landscape is 

departed from NRV and now the team needs to determine the future conditions and how 

landscape patterning (e.g. patch sizes, connectivity) should play out across the landscape. The 

team and line officers are currently deciding what the best approach is for those aspects. They 

recently learned about a new fire spread algorithm, from Bob Keane at RMRS, for one of the 

potential models. A decision should be coming in the next month. They’re working out how to 

best involve forest and district staff, as well as partners, efficiently in the project. Members of 

the collaborative voiced their support for taking an approach that is defensible and selecting it 

soon. Cory briefly mentioned the team of SWCC members that voiced interest in being more 

closely engaged in the BSLRP process. Bill Wall added his name to the BSLRP list. 

Montana Forest Collaborative Network (MFCN) (Tim Love): the original MFRC was started in 

2007 and one of the primary objectives was to identify points of agreement in forest 

restoration. They developed a list of 13 restoration principles used by many collaborative 

groups in Montana. The MFRC had their last meeting on August 1 and are now transitioning to 

the MFCN. This will be a new umbrella for the ~30 forest collaborative groups in Montana to 

communicate and share ideas. A new charter has been drafted and a survey shared with 

members of the various collaboratives. They are hosting a collaborative workshop in Helena on 

Dec 5-6. They have also drafted guidelines for the types of work that are acceptable and 

inacceptable in Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) that will be shared widely soon. Both of the 



 

 

SWCC co-chairs are on advisory committees for the new MFCN, so communication between the 

SWCC and MFCN should be covered. 

SWCC VOTE (we had a quorum): The members of the SWCC unanimously voted to support the 

new direction of MFCN and to participate going forward. 

Local Restoration Committees: Lolo Restoration Committee members took part in a tour of the 

Marshall Woods project recently. The tour was well attended by members of the community. 

The Lolo RC has drafted a NEPA dashboard that is an outline for how and when they will engage 

on Forest Service projects. They will share this once finalized. The Lincoln RC is in a holding 

pattern waiting for the Blackfoot Travel Plan and Stonewall decisions. No updates from Swan.  

TNC Clearwater-Blackfoot Meetings: Gary announced two upcoming meetings hosted by The 

Nature Conservancy and the Blackfoot Challenge (Aug 10 Seeley Lake Community Hall, Aug 11 

Lubrecht) to gather input about how community members use the area purchased by TNC last 

year in the Blackfoot and Clearwater valleys. Just had the first one in Bonner. Handed out maps 

and asked participants to draw their places of interest. The priorities are 1) conservation, 2) 

access, and 3) funding to offset their purchase and help manage the lands. Some could 

potentially be purchased by the BLM or Forest Service with Land and Water Conservation Funds 

(LWCF). They have 10 years to decide what to do with the land. 

Forest District FY17 Planning: the Rangers are developing lists of FY17 projects earlier than in 

past. They have drafted these lists, though they are still being evaluated for feasibility by line 

officers and their staff. The SWCC would like to have a members’ meeting in early October to 

review the list of projects and see if we have any suggestions and what roles we might want to 

play. We will also review our CFLRP goals and see if they still seem reasonable. This is also good 

timing for summarizing accomplishments and challenges in the annual report due in November. 

Rachel pointed out that sometimes there are sideboards that prevent them from implementing 

more acres. For example, the Lolo NF can only treat 2,000 acres for weeds based on language in 

the Forest Plan. There are also shortages in staff in items such as fuels and prescribed burn 

prescriptions that prevent some work from occurring. Perhaps there could be some sharing of 

staff time between forests/districts where one shop has sufficient staff and others don’t. There 

was interest in potentially doing another contractor workshop to help local contractors 

understand the contracting process better. 

In the Swan for FY17, most of the proposed work will be planned for under CEs for items such 

as bottom valley burns, winter range, fuels, and whitebark pine. In Seeley, priorities are 

finishing implementation on Horseshoe West, completing the Center Horse FEIS (potentially 

first quarter FY17), blowdown removal in Auggie, and smaller planning projects including the 

Westside Bypass. They are talking with DNRC about good neighbor authority opportunities. In 



 

 

Lincoln, priorities are decisions on Blackfoot Travel and Stonewall, and some smaller NEPA 

projects.   

Forest Service District project updates: Swan: still waiting on outcomes and decisions from 

Glacier Loon, Cold Jim and Chilly James projects. Beaver creek decision should be out in the 

next month or so. Seeley: continuing to work on Center Horse with some changes being made 

to the project. Hopeful to do some burning in Auggie and Colt in next burn windows.  Lincoln: 

mostly small NEPA projects until the Travel Plan and Stonewall are completed. 

Weed Lake project: Swan Valley Connections (SVC) hasn’t received a written description of the 

project from the Forest Service. They are getting encouragement from fellow SWCC partners to 

take part in this project. This makes SVC uncomfortable and the SWCC agreed not to pressure 

them to take a project that might not fit their skills or interest. It is unclear if the work would 

consist mainly of producing a draft NEPA document, which is SVC’s initial impression. The group 

agreed that it was good that the Swan Lake District is looking to outside sources to help with 

NEPA. If the request is to just write a NEPA document, with the proposed action already 

determined, however, this does not seem to be a truly collaborative project. More like a 

contract just for the NEPA writing. Collaborative members were more interested in 

participating during the development of where and how to do projects. The SWCC agreed that 

it would be good for the Swan Ranger District to clarify their intentions and for SVC to see if it 

meets their organization’s mission.  

Field Trip to Colt Summit:  

Stop 1: Rachel gave us an overview of the Colt Summit project, its history, and its current 

status. We then walked to a recently upsized and replaced culvert on Colt Lake Road. The 

culvert was completed prior to the Colt Summit decision as road maintenance. It is an archway 

with cement footings designed to withstand flooding events and allow for a natural flow of 

water. It has been in place now for four years and everyone agreed it looked great.  

Stop 2: Road Recontouring on Rd 646 and Road Rehab Monitoring Project. We walked up the 

recently, partially-recontoured road a little ways. Adam Switalski talked about the project and 

his monitoring project that assesses the effectiveness of road decommissioning throughout the 

SW Crown. He thought it looked pretty good. Lots of good discussion around road rehabbing, 

erosion, access issues, and weeds.  

Stop 3: Forest Restoration Treatments on Rd 4366. We looked at some of the treatment units 

and had a good discussion about trade-offs in project design. 


