
SWCC Meeting April 23, Lolo NF SO, Missoula 

 

SWCC Meeting (11am-12:30pm) 

 

In attendance: Jim Burchfield, Jon Haufler, Cory Davis, Dave Batchelder, Roger Marshall, Luke 

Lamar, Mitch Doherty, Tim Love, Ed Monnig 

 

Burchfield brought the meeting to order and conducted a round of introductions. He then 

explained the current CFLRP funding situation. The forests did receive the FY2019 CFLRP 

funds. We are being told that extensions will be the lowest priority for funding. Continued 

funding for 2012 projects for two more years and funding ten new projects will take priority. All 

of this will depend on how much is allocated to the program each year by Congress. The process 

for applying for an extension has not been provided yet by the WO. The application process is 

expected in early summer with proposals due in the fall. Decisions will not be made until spring 

of 2020, which makes it unlikely that funding for 2020 will be available. The group still plans to 

file for an extension when guidelines are made available. 

 

A discussion followed about what the role of the SWCC should be without CFLRP funds. 

VOTE: the members that were present voted unanimously to continue as a formal group even 

without CFLRP funding. Doherty suggested talking with our Forest Service partners about what 

they saw as a helpful role for the collaborative. Batchelder suggested focusing on projects that 

could be implemented quickly. There was agreement that we want to emphasize telling our 

stories and lessons learned from the CFLR program in the coming year. The group will continue 

to discuss what our role is going forward and perhaps develop a new charter this fall. Davis will 

develop a short list of questions to share with members to gather feedback on future priorities. 

 

Davis shared a summary of ongoing projects on the Lincoln District. The Willow project 

decision will likely be signed the first week of May and includes roughly 1,500 acres of timber 

harvest and fuels reduction work. This will have about 15 million board feet of saw timber and 

be broken into 3 timber sales. One of which we will use good neighbor authority. The Stonewall 

SEIS decision is expected in September.  There was interest in learning more about the Hogum 

forest health project. This will likely be an EA for a 16,000-acre project area in the Hogum 

Creek watershed that extends to Flesher Pass. A summary for Seeley Lake had been shared 

previously via email. We did not have an update from the Swan Lake District. The group briefly 

discussed the Helena-Lewis & Clark NF Forest Plan and determined that we really need an 

update from the Forest Service about the status of the project before deciding our next step. 

 

Finally, the group discussed what to emphasize during the afternoon meeting with the Mid-Swan 

project team. We would like to know what progress has been made since the scoping document, 

especially regarding desired conditions and roads. Discuss with Wade Simms (project Aquatic 

Ecologist) whether he has seen and reviewed the recommendations from the new report on 

westslope cutthroat trout from the Swan Native Fish Committee  and how they align with the 

Mid-Swan’s aquatic restoration priorities. We would also like to know how decisions will be 

made regarding which activities will be implemented first or prioritized. The group adjourned for 

lunch. 

 



 Meeting with Mid-Swan Project Team (1:30-4pm) 

 

In attendance: Jim Burchfield, Jon Haufler, Cory Davis, Dave Batchelder, Roger Marshall, Luke 

Lamar, Mitch Doherty, Tim Love, Rob Rich, Rachel Feigley, Carolyn Upton, Don Long, Craig 

Thompson, Micah Helser, Sabine Mellmann-Brown, Chip Weber (VTC), Wade Sims (phone) 

 

Burchfield called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. The group 

welcomed Carolyn Upton, the new Lolo NF Supervisor, and thanked the Mid-Swan team for 

meeting with us. There was a very brief discussion of CFLRP funding (see above). 

 

The Mid-Swan team then provided a presentation on recent work. Helser started with a summary 

of the comments received during scoping. 73 comment letters were received and coded for 

common issues. Using NEPA definitions, issues were divided into those “not analyzed in detail” 

and those “to be analyzed in detail.” The issues not analyzed in detail included items that would 

be addressed either through public involvement, the EIS effects analysis, implementation, and 

monitoring, or that were already decided by law or policy. The issues to be analyzed in detail are 

roads, vegetation management, aquatic restoration, and terrestrial wildlife management. There 

was some discussion about the use of language that suggested the issues not analyzed in detail 

were unimportant and Burchfield recommended being careful in presenting it that way to the 

public.   

 

The discussion then shifted to implementation. Mellmann-Brown and Thompson presented on 

how they got to the “levels of change” (convert, reduce, maintain, etc.) for proposed activities. 

The implementation guide will be “condition-based” and include triggers, mitigation, and levels 

of public engagement. The team will share similar examples of guides from other projects. 

Prioritization will be up to the Swan Lake District, though will be heavily influenced by the 

timing of grizzly bear management windows.  

 

Feigley then shared the most recent timeline for the project which includes a draft EIS in 

November of this year and a ROD in June 2020. They are updating the communications plan and 

there will be a public field trip, potentially to Piper Creek, on June 27. 

 

Sims provided an aquatics update. New roads will be proposed, though less than what was in the 

scoping document (60 miles). It is undecided whether those roads will be temporary or 

permanent. They are developing a new transportation plan for the project area and hope to have 

it completed in June. He has received the draft report from the Swan Native Fish Committee on 

westslope cutthroat management, but has not been able to review it yet.   

 

 

 

 


