
Southwestern Crown Collaborative Meeting 

December 12, 2013 Lubrecht Experimental Forest 

 

1. Introductions/Brief updates/topics  

a. Update on meeting notes from Sept 10 and Nov 12 meetings (not yet 

available): will probably need to be approved through email. Watch for them 

soon. Forest Supervisors will identify an Executive Assistant to help with 

notes at future meetings. Update (2/11/2014): they have been approved and 

posted. 

b. Approach for SWCC Mid-term evaluation in January 

i. Potential locations were discussed: Lubrecht, MonTech? Cory will 

work with Karen to determine location. 

ii. Perhaps include a post-meeting social? 

iii. Karen will send a pre-meeting survey, to the SWCC participants email 

list, to help set the agenda. Please fill-out the survey.  

c. Update on Northern Rockies Joint CFLR Workshop: discussed whether to 

piggy-back on an existing conference that members of other collaboratives 

may be interested in attending. The group agreed that the Large Fire 

Conference in May would probably be the best fit. Cory will contact other 

projects to gage interest and follow-up with the organizers to see if there is 

potentially room for a session. 

d. Update on Terrestrial Vegetation Landscape Assessment:  The Terrestrial 

Vegetation Assessment will build on EMRI’ s base work, using consistent and 

the most recent relevant data and additional modeling tools available across 

the full Southwestern Crown Landscape (SW Crown). The Terrestrial 

Vegetation Assessment will be used by an interdisciplinary team, along with 

Aquatic Assessments, and other resources available, to develop a 

Southwestern Crown Biodiversity Conservation Strategy. The Terrestrial 

Vegetation Assessment will incorporate the ecological sustainability elements 

of the Forest Planning Final Rule and will parallel the assessment occurring 

on the Flathead National Forest for their Forest Plan Revision, so there is 

consistency with the Swan Lake RD and the rest of the SW Crown.  Helena, 

Lewis & Clark Forest Plan revision will benefit as well. A group of folks 

including Cory met at the end of November and began to draft of Project 

Initiation Document.   

e. Update on Large-Scale Adaptive Management EIS: The 3 Forest Supervisors 

presented the SW Crown Large-Scale, Adaptive Management EIS Briefing 

Paper, reviewed and commented on by the SWCC Executive Committee, to 

the Region 1’s Board of Directors in November.  Faye said she would make a 

decision in February.  However, Faye has already spoken with the WO and 

received support for the project and told Chip this week that she is approving 

moving forward with this project. The project will not start until FY15. The 



Flathead NF will be the lead and will be the duty station of the IDT when it is 

established.    

f. Replacement of Executive Committee member: Marnie Criley had been 

nominated via email and was voted in as the Executive Committee member.   

2. Discuss SWCC Annual Report and Annual Update: Anne Dahl agreed to take the 

lead on the more user friendly Annual Update, but would like help and pictures from 

others.  

3. Set-up future discussion about Larson et al. paper on fire in Ponderosa Pine and 

mixed severity stands: Cory introduced the paper (2013. Ecological Applications 

23[6]: 1243-1249) and suggested it be an item of discussion at a future meeting. 

There was general agreement that this was a good idea. 

4. Review of planned FY14 CFLR activities: The District Rangers presented their list of 

proposed activities for FY 2014 for discussion. Spreadsheets listing the projects are 

available upon request from Sandy (spmack@fs.fed.us). 

5. Status of Beaver Creek planning and review of meeting and “Need for Change” 

statements: Several people that attended the Beaver Creek planning meeting on Dec. 

4 shared their thoughts on the process. Some who attended the meeting appeared to 

be confused that there was no Proposed Action to comment on, not realizing that the 

meeting was for them to propose what should be done. The draft Need for Change 

statements compiled by the Swan Lake District directly incorporated the comments 

provided by partners of the SWCC. The fire model outputs were appreciated as was 

the new online spatial tool for providing comments. 

 

 


