
Southwestern Crown Collaborative Meeting Notes 

February 9, 2018 (10:00 am - 2:00 pm) 

Seeley Lake Barn, Seeley Lake Montana 

 

In attendance or on phone: Jim Burchfield (Co-Chair), Jon Haufler (new Co-Chair), Rachel 

Feigley, Luke Lamar, Charles Curtain, Tim Garcia, Bill Avey, Michael Stansberry, Tami McKenzie, 

Kendall Cikanek, Matt Arno, Elaine Caton, Bill Wall, Carrie Nelson, Kali Becher, Cory Davis, 

Sandy Mack. 

New Co-Chair: Jon Haufler was nominated as SWCC Co-Chair at our previous meeting. A vote of 

SWCC voting members was held and he was unanimously voted in as the new Co-Chair.  

Updates: 

Rice Ridge Fire Salvage: The SWCC sent a comment letter on this project to the Lolo NF. The 

Forest Service reported that they are currently reviewing all public comments and heard similar 

concerns as ours from others. They are working with the RO to identify key issues (e.g., Black-

backed Woodpecker, snag assessment, Cottonwood Creek TMDL). Less work may be done in 

those watersheds where retardant drops caused fish mortality such as Seeley Creek. They are 

also looking at potential fuels work, but that may not fit under the Purpose and Need of the 

salvage project. The Forest Service recognizes that salvage is not restoration. One concern of 

SWCC is leaving remaining large trees, whether dead or alive.  

After Action Reviews: A public discussion of the Rice Ridge Fire event will be held February 28 

from 6:30-8:30 at the Seeley Elementary School. A similar public meeting will be held in Lincoln 

on March 14 at the Lincoln Community Hall about fires in the Lincoln area. 

The Montana Forest Collaborative Network (MFCN) will have a joint workshop with the Idaho 

Forest Restoration Partners in Coeur d’Alene on March 20-21 (see MFCN website for more 

details). 

NEPA discussions: There have been considerable discussions at all levels of the USFS about how 

to improve NEPA efficiency. There is a national working group developing recommendations 

around more consistency and reducing analysis and size of NEPA documents. The Regional 

Office may hold a roundtable discussion in Montana later in the year. BSLRP may use some new 

concepts, including a new and unique framework developed by the team. They will share this 

with us as it takes shape. 



Project updates: 

Swan projects: Beaver Creek is currently in litigation. Still hopeful for a decision this summer. 

Supplemental EAs have been completed for both Cold Jim and Glacier Loon and will be going 

through the objections process. Also hopeful for decisions on these this summer.   

Lincoln projects: The district just finished a reassessment of the Stonewall project after last 

year’s injunction and then subsequent fire. They are now working on a supplemental document 

and will continue to move the project forward. Willow Creek is moving forward with scoping 

starting February 20. The Lincoln Restoration Committee is being briefed on the project and 

there has been good community feedback on the project. 

CFLR funding: some funding came in via the federal government’s continuing resolutions. 

Unknown if the program is included in the latest version of the budget. Rachel will contact Cory 

about availability of monitoring dollars. Tim Garcia emphasized that even without a CFLR 

budget, the agency will continue with restoration work. We briefly reviewed the FY 18 Program 

of Work from Swan and Seeley districts and discussed a few projects. 

Promoting SWCC with detailed stories of people/places affected by projects: A UM intern is 

finishing a story about stream monitoring. Need to tell more stories directed at multiple 

audiences, including congressional staff. One idea suggested was the Condon Mountain fire and 

how it used units from the Meadow Smith project when managing that fire. Could also include 

Auggie example during Rice Ridge Fire. 

Monitoring updates (see ppt): The group was reminded that the CFLR Act required monitoring 

for up to 5 years beyond the initial 10-year implementation. Cory provided an overview of 

projects that could be continued and that could use funding going forward. The monitoring 

group hopes to put some funds into partnership agreements for use in out years. The 

districts/forest/regional office will need to confirm their interest in these projects and may 

need to help provide some funding once CFLRP funding has ended. 

BSLRP Progress: We discussed recent meetings of the BSLRP team and shared some of the 

assessment data from watersheds in the mid-Swan. Photo interpretation work has been 

completed and the team is now working on draft prescriptions. Jon Haufler shared some of his 

concerns concerning the methodology that he also shared with the BSLRP team. Sandy Mack 

provided a presentation of the ongoing process and there was a discussion about the next 

steps. Extended team meetings will occur in April and a public meeting in late May. The group 

agreed that the language of presentations at the public meeting should be simplified. 

Next meeting: the group agreed to wait to hear dates for the next BSLRP extended team 

meetings before scheduling our next meeting. We may be able to combine our meeting dates.   


