
 

 

Southwestern Crown Collaborative Meeting Notes 

April 11, 2017 - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

The HUB, Seeley Lake, MT  

Attending: Jim Burchfield, Zack Porter, Adam Switalski, Bill Avey, Chip Fisher, Chip 

Weber, Craig Thompson, Sandy Mack, Sabine Brown, Gary Burnett, Maria Mantas, 

Dave Cunningham, Mitch Doherty, Rich Kehr, Wade Sims, Joann Wallenburn, 

Rachel Feigley, Tim Love, Michael Stansberry, Don Long, Sara Mayben 

Phone: Ed Monnig, Tami Fikstad, Jonathan Bowler, Allen Branine 

Introductions: Dave Cunningham was introduced as the new Forest Service Liaison. 

Dave will be working part-time (20% of duties) for the SWCC and leading the 

planning of the Washington Office visit in July. New BSLRP team members were also 

introduced Craig Thompson (Wildlife Ecologist), Don Long (Fire Ecologist), Sabine 

Brown (Vegetation Ecologist), and Tami MacKenzie (Program Specialist).  

BSLRP: The Regional Supervisor asked for a Decision Notice for at least part of the 

project area by the end of 2019. The team will be starting with the Mid-Swan Valley 

section (Ecological Subregion 3 with 13 HUCS and 1 HUC in Ecological Subregion 

20 ) of about 240,000 acres with the goal of having a Record of Decision by the end 

of 2019. Feedback from SWCC was important in deciding to go this way. We hope to 

learn from the Mid-Swan portion lessons that can be applied to the rest of the 

landscape. There will be some overlap between NEPA efforts in the Swan and 

starting the analysis for the next section of the landscape. Rich and Chip W. are the 

current lead Line Officers for the project. Photo-interpretation work is underway. The 

group agreed that DNRC participation, especially in the Swan, was important to 

identify potential opportunities for complementary work on state forest land. Allen 

emphasized the importance of some consistent management for the former Plum 

Creek lands. DNRC has a three-year plan for the Swan State Forest that he will share 

at a future meeting. MT FWP has also been interested in staying in the loop. 

See attached presentation with current plans and timelines. One key point is that the 

analysis is not a watershed by watershed comparison through time. Rather current 

conditions will be compared to reference ranges from the past and projected future 

conditions. Desired conditions will be developed considering departures from these 

reference conditions and social considerations. 



 

 

Role of SWCC in BSLRP: The SWCC will be involved at two different levels. 1) To 

convene general meetings, open to the public as always, for updates at key junctures 

in the process to update members and the public about process for collaborative 

involvement. The SWCC can play an important role in interpreting analysis results 

and plans for a general audience.  

2) For those SWCC members that want to be more closely involved, the SWCC will 

identify a subcommittee for members that will take part in intensive working sessions 

with the Team and District personnel.  These meetings will occur several times each 

month and will have specific objectives and deliverables related to reviewing PI results 

and developing landscape prescriptions. SWCC members voted unanimously to stand 

up this subcommittee and Maria Mantas has agreed to be the interim chair of this 

group while the project is focused in the Swan. Cory Davis will also take part. The 

Forest Service will post these team meeting dates on the BSLRP website to assure 

other public members interested in the BSLRP project can attend as well.  The SWCC 

will put a link to this site on their web page. 

Members applied for a GNLCC grant to help with capacity for these roles. We will 

learn soon (April 15) if we will receive those funds. The first general collaborative 

involvement meeting will likely be in October. We will plan at least one SWCC 

summer field trip around BSLRP topics in the Swan. The BSLRP will get dates for 

intensive workshops to the SWCC next week. 

Center Horse Project update: Rachel provided an update (see handout). Changes 

were made between the DEIS and FEIS based on comments and further field 

reviews. Current treatments include 7,810 acres of vegetation treatments, 500 acres of 

planting, 894 acres noxious weed treatments, 159 miles of road decommissioning , 19 

miles of temporary road, 100 miles of road BMPs, removal of 13 fish barrier culverts, 

and 1 upgrade of a fish barrier culvert. Work will be done under a stewardship 

contract. Jim will share info with Lolo Restoration Committee. 

New SWCC Web Page: The question was asked who our target audience is. First, it 

should be useful for SWCC members and participants. Secondly, it should be useful 

to the general public to learn about the SWCC. We should learn how to monitor 

traffic (Cory will look into). A discussion was had about the value of adding a 

Facebook page. This would take more regular maintenance, but may reach a wider 

audience. We will see if we can find a student, perhaps in journalism, which would be 



 

 

interested in helping us start it up. On the projects page, we should link to the USFS 

webpages for specific projects (BSLRP, Center Horse, Beaver Creek, etc.). We will 

look more closely at trying to create a map page with project links (perhaps ESRI 

Story pages or Google Maps) that will lead to more details on projects. On Field 

stories page there was interest in creating stories of those that are doing the work on 

the ground and emphasizing the jobs created (excavators in Seeley were mentioned as 

one possibility). Also, emphasize importance of collaboration. We can work with 

Jeanette Turk, the Public Affairs Officer on the FNF, for help with stories. 

 

Updates on other projects: The SWCC’s role in the Blackfoot Clearwater 

Stewardship Project was briefly discussed. We will discuss whether the SWCC should 

publicly support the project at our next meeting. Some misrepresentation of the 

SWCC in recent articles will be addressed by Jim and Zack. 

 Lincoln RD: Stonewall is being litigated by the Alliance for the Wild Rockies 

and the native Ecosystem Council. The Lincoln Restoration Committee and 

the DNRC have written amicus briefs in support of the project. The SWCC 

will further discuss at our next meeting. The Willow Creek project (formerly 

Dalton Mtn) is moving forward under a Farm Bill CE. 

 Swan Lake RD: A Supplemental EA is being prepared for Glacier Loon. Cold 

Jim is likely to be litigated. Chilly James objections were resolved and that work 

will be moving forward this year. The watershed in which that work will occur 

(Jim Creek) is currently listed as impaired by EPA. With this work being 

implemented, the EPA is considering delisting the watershed. That would be a 

good success story to share. Beaver Creek has not received any complaints and 

is scheduled to move forward starting this year. 

 Seeley Lake RD: In addition to Center Horse, the Westside Bypass project is 

again moving forward as a separate project. The SWCC may consider reviewing 

this project. 

Review of SWCC goals: After including the planned work of each project discussed 

above, we get very close to reaching most of our SWCC goals (see attachment). Some 

of the projects may not be fully implemented by the end of 2019, but should be soon 

thereafter. The WO was previously notified that we were unlikely to meet the full 

target for restoration outside the WUI (estimated ~45% of target), invasives and 



 

 

exotics (~70%), and commercial wood products (~88%) until after a decision on the 

BSLRP project.  

Future Meetings: Next SWCC Meeting will be June 14 10am- 4pm with a 2 hour 

inside meeting at Swan Valley Connections followed by afternoon field trip (possibly 

Lion or Jim Creek). WO visit tentatively scheduled for July 26-27. Dave will confirm 

dates and work with Sandy and SWCC to plan field stops. The four objectives of the 

WO are: 1) Progress vs. Original Planned accomplishments, 2) Barriers/issues, 3) 

Lessons learned, and 4) What happens after 2019. SWCC voting members will meet in 

early May to discuss Stonewall, Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Project, and Glacier 

Loon.  

Monitoring program update: Third Meso-carnivore Workshop held last week in 

Kalispell was a success. SWCC clearly has one of best datasets and are working with 

RMRS to analyze and publish results. Citizen Science stream monitoring underway by 

Clearwater Resource Council and Blackfoot Challenge. Put some monitoring funds 

toward aquatic invasives monitoring this year.  Social survey is currently in the Federal 

Register for review and will next be reviewed by OMB. Chelsea McIver’s economic 

analysis is underway. Finalizing agreements for FY17 funds. A new umbrella 

agreement between the R1 Office and UM College of Forestry is under development. 

We should set dates for Adaptive management Workshop in fall after BSLRP meeting 

dates are set. 

 


