
Notes from SWCC Conference Call 
 
May 10, 2017 
 
 
Participating in the Conference Call 
 
Jim Burchfield (Co-chair, recorder) 
Cory Davis 
Jordan Reeves 
Maria Mantas 
Jon Haufler 
Matt Arno 
Mitch Doherty 
William Wall 
Luke Lamar 
Zack Porter 
Ed Monnig 
 
 
After a round of introductions led by Co-chair Jim Burchfield, participants directed 
discussion toward the six-item agenda. 
 
 
Stonewall Project  
 
The ROD and list of objections that had been reviewed by SWCC members on-line 
prior to the call resulted in a few lingering issues regarding wildlife habitat.  The 
finding of “likely to adversely affect” lynx habitat gave several members of the SWCC 
pause in their willingness to support the project, although it’s unclear whether this 
is a short term effect that is alleviated by long term results.  Additionally, the project 
acknowledged impacts to elk hiding cover/security, although much of the treatment 
occurs in beetle-killed stands within the WUI close to the town of Lincoln.  Cory 
Davis agreed to contact Helena NF Biologist Pat Shanley to get additional 
clarifications on the biological assessment and potential impacts to wildlife habitat.  
The SWCC recognizes that the Lincoln Restoration Committee (LRC) has been 
deeply involved in this project, and Davis and Burchfield will try and learn more 
about the LRC approach to the project, since it was reported that the LRC is in the 
process of preparing an amicus brief in support of the project.   Until the SWCC is 
able to learn more, a decision on whether to support the project formally was 
deferred.  The SWCC did not submit comments on this project initially, but SWCC 
members participated in multiple field trips with FS staff to the project area.  On 
these sites visits SWCC members recognized the importance of the WUI work 
proposed in the project that occurs immediately outside the town of Lincoln. 
 
 



Glacier Loon Project 
 
The SWCC did not offer a comment on this project prior to the release of the ROD, so 
our ability to make a difference on the project was discussed.   Although the 
activities in the project appear positive (treatments largely within the WUI but some 
located outside the WUI), it might be too late to offer much support.  Based on the 
uncertainty within the earlier discussion of the amicus brief being developed by the 
LRC for the Stonewall Project, it’s clear the SWCC needs to learn more about the 
requirements and implications of participating in post-ROD reviews and judgments.  
Again, Burchfield and Davis agreed to follow-up and report back to the SWCC 
members. 
 
Blackfoot-Clearwater Stewardship Project 
 
The SWCC heard from Zack Porter on the background leading up to the recently 
introduced legislation in the Senate to codify the recommendations of the Blackfoot-
Clearwater Stewardship project.  The bill was introduced by Senator Tester, and 
Senator Daines remains officially neutral.   Many members of the SWCC have also 
been members of the Blackfoot/Clearwater Steering Committee, so the proposal is 
fairly well understood, although Porter did cover the major features of the bill, 
including the expansion of HFRA authorities to the entire Seeley Lake District, the 
expansion of designated wilderness by 80,000 acres, and the creation of a new 
recreation management area open to mechanized use for mountain bikers.   There is 
a large list of individuals and organizations that have endorsed the legislation, and 
Porter asked if the SWCC wished to add their name to the list.  After a brief 
discussion, the SWCC members, with a quorum of members present on the call, 
voted affirmatively (using a voice vote instead of the traditional “thumbs-up” 
technique) to endorse the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship legislation.  Burchfield 
will draft a short letter of endorsement to be sent to Montana’s Congressional 
delegation, waiting until after the May 25 special House election before sending the 
letter of endorsement. 
 
Swan Forest Initiative (Lake County) 
 
Maria Mantas described for SWCC members the proposal from some members of 
the Lake County Conservation District to transfer management of portions of the 
Flathead National Forest to Montana’s DNRC with all financial benefits from this 
designated new forest accruing to the Lake County Conservation District.   The 
proposal could only be manifest through an act of Congress.  The group discussed 
both the implications of this proposal and its likelihood of going anywhere, quickly 
concluding that it is a highly unfavorable proposal to the interests of the SWCC, but 
recognizing that within the current unpredictable political climate, some very ill 
conceived ideas could be advanced.   Thus, the group affirmed a decision to submit a 
letter to the Lake County Conservation District that would briefly articulate the   
opposition of the SWCC to the Swan Forest Initiative.  Burchfield will draft the letter 



and circulate it to SWCC members prior to sending it.  Copies of the letter will be 
sent to Montana’s Congressional delegation as well as Governor Bullock. 
 
BSLRP Subcommittees 
 
In our April meeting the SWCC established a subcommittee to serve as a liaison with 
the BSLRP team.  It now appears that the subcommittee will have its work cut out 
for it.  The BSLRP team announced a very ambitious set of meetings for the summer 
of 2017, and co-chairs of the SWCC BSLRP Subcommittee, Maria Mantis and Cory 
Davis agreed to attend as many of the meetings as possible.  They do not intend to 
slow down the FS process of assessment and landscape prescription development, 
but to monitor progress, provide input, and offer regular reports back to the full 
SWCC.   Jon Haufler also agreed to attend as many meetings as possible.  It was 
recognized that it would be valuable to have the SWCC hear from the Subcommittee 
prior to the next scheduled full SWCC meeting on June 14 in Condon, so the group 
agreed to reserve the first part of the June 14 agenda for an update from the 
Subcommittee prior to going into the field to examine some of the landscape areas 
on the ground.   Cory Davis will attend the BSLRP training session on May 23-24 in 
Missoula.  It is anticipated that within the next few months everyone will learn a 
great deal about how the assessment will lead to landscape prescriptions, with the 
Lion Creek and Jim Creek watersheds being the first pieces of the landscape to be 
tested.   Since it appears the actual landscape prescriptions might not be completed 
by the SWCC’s scheduled June 14 meeting, Burchfield and others advocated for two 
more summer field trips in the Swan in the summer, with July 18 and a date in the 
last week in August as the preferred times for the second and third opportunities to 
look at conditions on the ground. 
 
Internship opportunity 
 
The University of Montana’s W.A. Franke College of Forestry and Conservation has 
approached Davis and Burchfield about the possibility of an internship being offered 
by the SWCC in the fall semester of 2017.   A very capable student who was 
identified by Professor Alex Metcalf appears ready to fulfill the internship, and she 
requires little financial compensation.  Davis suggested that this might be an 
excellent means for the SWCC to develop its webpage content, as the intern could 
interview community members and others within the SW Crown to offer detailed 
human-interest stories that make the actions and results of the SWCC come alive.    
The group encouraged Davis to contact Professor Metcalf and pursue this internship 
opportunity. 
 
The conference call was adjourned. 
 
 


