
Forest Carnivore Surveys 
Selkirk Mountains 



Status of the Species 
 

 Canada Lynx 
 

 
• Listed as Threatened in 2000 

 
• Species Status Assessment 

 
• Court-ordered Recovery Plan 

completion deadline January 
2018 
 

 

 
Northern Rocky 
Mountain Fisher 

 
• Petitioned in 2013 

 
• Species Status Assessment 

 
• Court-ordered Listing 

Determination deadline 
September 2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Understand our perspective, why this project is important to the service



Study Goal: 
Identify distribution and abundance of 

Canada lynx and Northern Rocky Mountain 
fisher in the U.S. Selkirk Mountains 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A continuation of the work Idaho Dept of Fish and Game did with their MBI project to determine the status of focal species in northern Idaho, in which Michael Lucid was able to identify one male Canada lynx and one male fisher.



Data Use 
 

1. Provide baseline data for both species 
(distribution and/or abundance) 

2. Status of lynx 
– residency and reproduction, if possible 

3. Fisher persistence 
4. Identify focal areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will compare our genetics to samples collected in previous years to see if we can determine residency, and we’re hoping to determine reproduction if possibleIdentify focal areas for future research opportunities



1. Snow Track Surveys 
(Squires et al. 2004) 
 

2. Baited Camera Stations 
(Lucid et al. 2016) 

Methods 

Lucid et al. 2016 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Snowtrack surveys with backtracking to connect genetic samples. 



2017 Winter Survey (Jan – Mar) 



Lessons Learned 

1. Timing and Time Constraints 
 

2. Equipment (Snowmobiles) 
 

3. Logistics Across Large Landscapes 
blog.hypeinnovation.com 



Timing and Time Constraints 

Start Up Project = Huge Time Commitment 
 

• Start Early 
 

• End of Season Concessions 

https://beezkneezblogblog.wordpress.com/2014/03/page/2/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start early. As early as we started, I would have started much earlier, having our project design and protocol cemented at least 3-4 months in advance, and begun collecting supplies and equipment at least 2 months in advance. Test big ticket items such as snowmobiles. We lost field days at the onset of the season due to snowmobiles that needed repairs



Equipment 

• Multiple Partners 
– Administrative Restrictions and Equipment 

Sharing 
 

• Snowmobiles 
– Challenges with Different Sleds 
– Operational and Repair Costs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Working across state lines made equipment use challenging when it came to taking equipment across state lines.-Borrowing high-cost equipment is stressful because there is often shared use where equipment needs to be transported back and forth, and if equipment is damaged, repairs can delay returning equipment on time.-Repair costs- see graph. Note to all- DO NOT SET THE EMERGENCY BRAKE!! We ended up disengaging our E-brakes following $2000 in repair costs.Early in the season, develop a good relationship with a quality snowmobile repair shop. These shops are usually very busy in the winter and a good relationship may lead them to prioritize your repair so the project so you don’t lose limited field days. Every day is critical.





Logistics Across a Large Landscape 

Landscape Level Mapping 
• Route Maps 
• Closures 
• Habitat Maps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working with data from 3 different land management agencies was difficult.



Partnerships are Crucial 

• Funding 
• Hiring 
• Equipment 
• Volunteer Work 
• Emergencies 



Additional Support 

• Lydia Allen, R1 TES 
• John Squires, RMRS 
• Pat Shanley, HNF 
• Dave Ausband, IDFG 
• Friends of Scotchman Peak 

Wilderness 
• Jessie Golding, RMRS 
• Joel Sauder, IDFG 
• Scott Tomson, LNF 
• Carly Lewis-Walker, LNF 
• Lacy Robinson, Y2Y 
• Ranger Station staff 
• Priest River Powersports 

• Crew 
– Erik Peterson 
– Jen Durbin 
– Rory Trimbo 
– John Neider 
– Ben Goodheart 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Michael Lucid was our partner with IDFG, but I wanted to acknowledge his personally. All of our partners did a great job honoring their partnerships, but Michael is a collaboration king. He sets the bar high, getting us additional supplies, offering comments and reviewing our protocol, answering questions, you name it. He was really there. He even offered to get out in the field before they got so slammed with his duties that he just couldn’t make it out. 



Moving Forward 

• Multi-jurisdictional Challenges 
 

• Modeling Across Species Range 
 

• Access to Equipment and Areas 



Questions?  
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