
Southwestern Crown Collaborative June Meeting and Field Trip 

June 9, 2015 (9:30-3:30) 

Seeley Lake 

Meeting Notes 

Attending:  Cory Davis, Shane Hendrickson, Brad Gillespie, Matt Arno, Scott Tomson, Jon 

Haufler, Mitch Doherty, Michael Stansberry, Katie Van Alstyne, Chip Weber, Eric Trimble, Chip 

Fisher, Tera Little, Rachel Feigley, Roger Marshall, John Bassman, Maria Mantas, Zack Porter, 

Wade Sims, Anne Dahl, Bev Yelczyn, Tim Garcia, Nat Alea Hile, Jim Burchfield, Bill Avey, Spenser 

Merwin. 

Updates: 

 January 13 Meeting notes approved. 

 Marnie Criley has stepped down from the Executive Committee and we are taking 

nominations for a third member. Mitch Doherty has agreed to be nominated. Please 

send any other nominations to Cory by June 30. We will have a vote through email. 

 Adaptive Management Workshop follow-up: a summary, including links to 

presentations, was sent out to the SWCC participants list. Let Cory know if you have any 

questions or comments. 

 Community trails summit: Workshop was well attended with lots of good information 

shared. Recreational trails are very important to the economic sustainability of small 

communities. The summit finished with a brainstorming session for next steps. A 

steering committee is working on how best to proceed. 

 FY15 District CFLRP projects: In the past, District Rangers have provided spreadsheets 

and a brief overview of annual projects, but we have not done that for FY15 projects. 

Participants are asked to review projects from their district and bring any concerns to 

the table. Members should contact the rangers directly if there are concerns. 

ACTION ITEM: Cory will send Rachel example of spreadsheet from past years. Rangers 

will send FY15 spreadsheets to Cory and Anne for sharing with collaborative. For future 

years, we should have the review at our December meeting.    

 We need additional coordination with MFRC committees to better combine efforts. 

Coordination of field trips is critical so overlaps do not occur. We need a standing 

agenda item to check-in with each of the local restoration committees. 

 Jim Burchfield is retiring in August, but will remain engaged in both the Lolo Restoration 

Committee and the SWCC. 



Review proposed changes to SWCC charter: These changes will allow the SWCC to have a more 

formal process for voting on projects and will be able to give a full range of views. FS will not be 

a voting member. 

DECISION: It was voted yes to accept all proposed changes to SWCC charter. 

Mountain Pine Beetle Response Project presentation (Katie Van Alstyne): Katie was the lead 

for the Mountain Pine Beetle Response Project on the Black Hills National Forest. The main 

goals of the project were public safety, recovery after an outbreak, and resiliency to prevent or 

mitigate future outbreaks. They had looked at 200K+ acres for the project. The public was very 

supportive and the FS worked a lot with local interest groups. This project only had 2 objections 

and was not litigated. They are in the implementation phase now. A few major differences to 

the BSLRP project are that they had a FACA committee to work with instead of a collaborative 

and here we have many T&E species. 

Please see link to powerpoint presentation (http://www.swcrown.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/02/MPBR-SWCC-briefingV1.pdf). 

Review BSLRP communication plan: The BSLRP ID team is almost complete. FWS has hired a 

Wildlife Biologist and the only vacancy out now is the FS Wildlife Biologist. Katie is hoping by 

the end of June the entire team will be on board. Timelines have slid due to team members not 

being on board yet. Dates will be clearer in the future when the team comes together so there 

is still flexibility in timelines moving forward.  

There will be workshops and field trips that will give opportunities for engagement. One 

workshop will be for the Purpose and Need. Terrestrial and Aquatic assessments along with 

Forest Plans will help to focus the purpose and need and which areas to include/not include. 

We want to make sure we do not lose the objectives of this project and have unrealistic 

expectations. One potential idea is to have a desired future conditions workshop and provide 

written statements to the BSLRP team. Including an experimental design into the 

implementation could help answer important questions and build trust. We need to tell the 

story of why the work is important and needed. 

It was asked where would be the greatest value for the collaborative to be involved and Katie 

suggested helping to design alternatives. The group has already helped with the initial Purpose 

and Need, but still wants to be engaged in the entire process.  

The next steps are to review assessments once they are complete. Chip had said that he would 

like to hear from the collaboratives in real time, we do not want to back track during process. 

Cory and Katie will have ongoing communication regarding timelines and calendars. EMRI can 

put on a workshop for the collaborative once the terrestrial assessment is complete. 

http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MPBR-SWCC-briefingV1.pdf
http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MPBR-SWCC-briefingV1.pdf


Update on Swan projects: Chilly James is out for comments. Cold Jim: Consulting with FWS. 

Glacier Loon: Judge ruled that TNC has to go through NEPA. This could hold up other projects. 

Condon Mountain salvage dropped. Beaver Creek EA expected in late July. 

Center Horse update: Shane/Scott- Specialists are working on reports. EIS should be in Fall with 

decision in Winter and implementation in 2017. 

 Presentation: http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/6-9-2015-Center-

Horse-Update.pdf.  

July Meeting – will be in Swan Valley July 14. 

 

Field trip: 

 Colt Summit – Road relocation away from stream for aquatics concerns.   

o Two existing roads were connected on the ridge which helped to decommission 

roads that were by the creek.   

o A culvert was replaced which was a fish barrier.  

o  There were grizzly, lynx, and soil concerns with this project.   

o Winter logging was completed last year. This included some lodgepole stands 

that were thinned. 

o Slashing, prescribed burning, and additional road decommissioning still needs to 

be completed. 

o This project was one of the first projects under CFLRP. It is still under litigation in 

the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 Auggie - This was a fuels project in 2001 with implementation in 2002-03.  A portion of 

the project was left out because of old growth and ski trails and completed in 2013-

2014. 

o This was the first project to use MFRC principles (a ranking system). 

o It would be a great idea to consider using the same, or similar, ranking system 

for other projects. Perhaps a 1-10 ranking for CFLRP principles. Did the project 

meet stated objectives? 

o NEPA was done and there was no appeal, likely because this is outside of 

lynx/grizzly habitat. 

o Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation was supposed to be the administrators for 

implementation but had to walk away due to wildfire liability. 

o Fire crews are now re-looking at this area and it is planned for burning. 

o This project was supposed to be winter logged but this would interfere with the 

ski club events that bring dollars to the community. Lolo uses a standard of 15% 

soil disturbance within an acre. 

o Aspects of this prescription are good for several wildlife species. 

http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/6-9-2015-Center-Horse-Update.pdf
http://www.swcrown.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/6-9-2015-Center-Horse-Update.pdf

