
Southwestern Crown Collaborative 
Meeting Notes 

January 18, 2013 
 

Present: Megan Birzell*, Sandy Mack*, Gary Burnett*, Kevin Riordan*, Chip Weber*, 
Rich Kehr*, Debbie Austin*, Melanie Parker*, Marnie Criley*, Mitch Doherty*, Keith 
Stockmann*, Tim Love*, Amber Kamps*, Cory Davis*, Anne Dahl* 
 
Present by Proxy: Scott Brennan* (Megan) 
*Indicates voting member. 
 
Action Items: 

 Sandy will summarize FS ideas for increasing NEPA efficiencies and will share 
with the group. 

 Megan, Sandy, Cory, Scott, and Gary will develop the agenda for the February 
SWCC meeting. 

 
I. Introductions, Short Business Items, Brief Updates  

a. Approve notes from December meeting 
b. Review Action Items (Just one about NWC students feedback – not done) 
c. The Monitoring Committee has planned a Discovery Day for Feb. 25th for 

Lincoln High School students. 
d. THE DEIS for the Blackfoot Non-Winter Travel Plan is now available 

online. The comment period will run January 25th – March 11th. The DEIS 
includes a proposed amendment to the Helena National Forest’s big 
game security standard. That proposed amendment has a 90-day 
comment period. Thank you to Kevin Riordan, Amber Kamps, Faye 
Krueger, and all partners for working together to get this DEIS out. 

 
II. Update on SWCC Partner Coordinator Capacity  

a. Melanie and Marnie are trying to clear some time and find some funding 
to support a higher level of engagement to fill this capacity. 

b. The February Executive Committee meeting will focus on developing a 
strategy to keep the SWCC running smoothly through this transition.  

c. Megan will send out email for nominations for a new co-chair to serve 
the remainder of Scott’s term, which expires Sept. 30, 2013. 

i. Gary nominated Melanie. 
 

III. Update on Gary’s visit with Chief Tidwell  
a. There is concern that a focus on developing “bulletproof” NEPA 

documents is hindering the FS’ capacity to get more decisions out the 
door and more work done on the ground.  

b. How can we help foster a more efficient process while still developing 
scientifically robust, defensible documents? 



c. An MFRC subcommittee has discussed this before. Marnie will track 
down those notes and ideas. 

d. NEPA efficiencies are a big focus for the Regional Forester this year. 
e. Sandy will summarize FS ideas for increasing NEPA efficiencies and will 

share with the group. 
 
IV. Reminder about what February’s meeting will cover (ensure that the SWCC has 

more lead time for engaging in landscape and project planning)  
a. The next meeting is set for Tuesday, February 19th at the Lolo NF 

Supervisor’s Office. 
b. Suggested goals: 

i. Fuller understanding of how we’ve used prioritization. 
ii. Answer the question of whether there’s more work to do to put 

us all on the same page regarding project opportunities and why 
certain areas are chosen as high priorities.  

iii. What does the FS consider – beyond EMRI’s work – that leads 
them to a specific project area? 

iv. Review projected targets. 
v. How would we use social survey to feed into our monitoring and 

adaptive management? 
c. Megan, Sandy, Cory, Scott, and Gary will develop the agenda for the 

February SWCC meeting. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


