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Definitions 

FOREST ROAD ɀ A road wholly or partly within 
or adjacent to and serving the National 
Forest System that the Forest Service 
determines is necessary for the protection, 
administration and utilization of the National 
Forest System and the use and development 
of its resources.  (Not necessarily under FS 
jurisdiction)    

 



Definitions 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM ROAD ɀ A forest 
road other than a road which has been 
authorized by a legally documented right-of-
way held by a state, county or other local 
public road authority.  (Forest Service has 
jurisdiction) 

 



Definitions 

UNAUTHORIZED ROAD ɀ A road that is not a 
forest road or a temporary road and that is 
not included in a forest transportation atlas.  
(FS does not have a need for the road) 

 

FOREST TRANSPORTATION ATLAS ɀ A display 
of the system of roads, trails and airfields of 
an administrative unit.  (INFRA database and 
GIS transportation layer used to store atlas)  

 

 



Definitions 

TEMPORARY ROAD ɀ A road necessary for 
emergency operations or authorized by 
contract, permit, lease or other written 
authorization that is not a forest road and 
that is not included in a forest transportation 
atlas.  (Lolo defines temporary road as one 
that is constructed and decommissioned in 
the same season) 



Definitions 

SHORT-TERM SPECIFIED ROAD ɀ Timber sale 
road that is meant to be temporary, but will 
be in place more than one season.  These 
roads are engineered and are constructed 
based on a set of design drawings and 
specifications. 



Definitions 

PUBLIC ROAD ɀ A road under the jurisdiction 
of and maintained by a public road authority 
and open to public travel.  Public road 
authority has legally documented ROW. 

 

PRIVATE ROAD ɀ A road under private 
ownership authorized by an easement 
granted to a private party or a road that 
provides access pursuant to a reserved or 
outstanding right. 

 



Summary of Definitions 

FS SYSTEM ROADS: 

ÅRoads needed for long-
term FS management 

ÅShort-term specified 
roads, while they exist 

 

NON-SYSTEM ROADS: 

ÅPublic roads 

ÅPrivate roads 

ÅUnauthorized roads 

ÅTemporary roads 



NFS Road Maintenance Levels 

Maintenance Level 1 

ÅRoads placed in storage with all vehicular traffic 
eliminated 

ÅStorage period must be greater than one year 

ÅBasic custodial maintenance performed to prevent 
resource damage 

  

  



  

Maintenance Level 1 



NFS Road Maintenance Levels 

Maintenance Level 2 

ÅRoads open for use by high-clearance vehicles 

ÅPassenger car traffic & user comfort  are not 
considerations 

ÅWarning signs and traffic control devices are generally not 
provided 

ÅTraffic is normally minor 

ÅLog haul may occur 

  

  



NFSR Maintenance Levels 

Level 2 
ÅRoads open to high 

clearance vehicles 

ÅPassenger car traffic & 
user comfort are not 
considerations 

ÅMotorists should not 
expect to be alerted to 
potential hazards 

ÅTraffic is normally minor 

  

Maintenance Level 2 



NFS Road Maintenance Levels  

 
Maintenance Level 3 

 

ÅRoads opened and maintained for travel by a prudent 
driver in a standard passenger car 

ÅWarning signs and traffic control devices are provided 

ÅCan be single-lane with turnouts 

 

 

  

  



Maintenance Level 3 



NFS Road Maintenance Levels 

Maintenance Level 4 

ÅRoads provide a moderate degree of user comfort at 
moderate speeds 

ÅUsually double-lane & aggregate surfaced, but may be 
paved or dust abated 

ÅWarning signs and traffic control devices are provided 

  

  



Maintenance Level 4 



NFS Road Maintenance Levels 

Maintenance Level 5 

ÅHigh degree of user comfort 

ÅUsually double-lane paved 

ÅWarning signs and traffic control devices are 
provided 

  

  



Maintenance Level 5 



Cost Share Roads 

Why Share? 
ÅFewer roads needs, less 

environmental impact 

ÅPermanent access rights 

ÅReduced costs & financing 
alternatives 

Å Improved road locations 

ÅNo need for condemnation 

Considerations: 
ÅEasements granted are 

permanent, assignable, 
non-suspendable and non-
revocable 

ÅRoads are jointly owned 

ÅLand uses change 

ÅComplex process 



Road Storage & Decommissioning 



Road Closure Levels 

       Closure Level 5, Re-contour road surface, and remove culvert 

Closure Level 1 - Leave culvert, road drainage    up to BMP 

Closure Level 3, Remove culvert, obliterate          entrance, 
waterbar surface 

    Closure Level 4, remove culvert, and obliterate entrance 

Closure Level 2, Leave culvert, block entrance,    and road 
drainage up to BMP 



          Level Typical Device 

Site  dependant 

Typical Treatment  

All treatments are as-needed. 

Status 

1 
Gate -Blade, seed, fertilize; Normal drainage (BMPôs) 

-Treat noxious weeds 
Remains as NFSR as either 

long-term or intermittent term 

service. 

2 

Gate, guardrail, 

concrete, 

earth barrier or re-

contour intersection 

-Type III dip, waterbars OR outslope 

-Scarify, seed, fertilize  -May scatter slash 

-Treat noxious weeds 

Remains as NFSR as either 

long-term or intermittent term 

service with gate, or intermittent 

term service with barrier. 

3-SN 
Natural Storage Re-contour intersection  

(entrance oblit) or 

rock/earth barrier as 

needed. 

No physical or weed treatment needed,  

Naturally revegetated and stabilized. 

S- Remains as NFSR as 

intermittent stored service. 
 3-S 

Storage 

-Waterbar or outslope 

-Remove CMPôs & restore watercourse 

-Ditch relief  pipes can remain w/ waterbars 

-Light scarify, seed,as needed & treat nox weeds 

3-DN 
Natural 

Decommission 

Re-contour intersection  

(entrance oblit) or 

rock/earth barrier as 

needed. 
 

No physical or weed treatment needed,  

Naturally revegetated and stabilized. 
D- Road is not needed for long 

term use. Remove from NFSR 

by route status change to 

decommissioned. 

Effectiveness monitored. 

 

-Waterbar or outslope 

-Remove CMPôs & restore watercourse 

-Scarify or Rip 6-12ò, seed, fertilize  as needed 

 -Scatter slash on slopes, -Treat noxious weeds. 

3-D 
Decommission 

 

4 

Decommission 

 

Re-contour intersection 

(entrance oblit)  or 

rock/earth barrier 

-Waterbar, outslope or selective re-contour 

-Remove  all CMPôs & restore watercourse 

-Rip 12-18ò, seed, fertilize -Scatter slash on 

slopes 

-Treat noxious weeds 

Road is not needed for long 

term use. Remove from NFSR 

by route status change to 

decommissioned.  Monitored. 

 

5 

Decommission Re-contour 

-Re-contour entire prism 

-Remove all CMPôs and restore watercourses 

-Seed and fertilize  -Scatter slash on slopes 

-Treat noxious weeds 

Road is not needed for long 

term use. Remove from NFSR 

by route status change to 

decommissioned. Monitored. 

 

              Road Closure Levels     



Natural Recovery Values 1-7 

1 (0%) 

2 (15%) 

3 (20%) 

4 (30%) 

5 (45%) 

6 (65% w/CMPs; 90% w/o CMPs) 

7 (75% w/CMPs; 100% w/o CMPs) 

NRV Definitions 

Natural Recovery Value 0% ς Road may be driven with passenger vehicles.  
Road surface contains little vegetation due to routine grading and use.  Cuts 
and fills have exposed soil, light grass, and brush with little protection against 
erosion. 

Natural Recovery Value 15% ς Road may be driven with high clearance 
vehicles with normal driver observation.  Road surface contains grass sod or 
sparse brush and trees.  Cuts and fills have little exposed soil, are vegetated 
with grass and brush and young trees, and have adequate protection against 
erosion.   

Natural Recovery Value 20% ς Road may be driven with high clearance 
vehicles with moderately-high driver observation.  Road surface is well 
vegetated with grass sod.  Road center and shoulders are vegetated with 
young brush and trees.  Cuts and fills have no exposed soils and are well 
vegetated with brush and young trees with good protection against erosion. 

Natural Recovery Value 30% ς Road may be driven with high clearance 
vehicles or OHVs with high driver observation.  Road surface is well 
vegetated with grass sod and brush.  Wheel tracks are still compacted with 
only grass or sparse brush vegetation.  Road center and shoulder are 
vegetated with mature brush and young trees.  Cuts and fills have no 
exposed soil and are well vegetated with brush and trees with very good 
protection against erosion. 

Natural Recovery Value 45% ς Road may not be driven by any vehicles.  Road 
surface, is well vegetated with brush and young trees.  Wheel tracks are still 
evident yet are fully vegetated with brush and young trees.  Cuts and fills 
have no exposed soil and are well vegetated with trees and brush with very 
good protection against erosion. 

Natural Recovery Value 65 or 90% ς Road may not be driven by any 
vehicles.  Road surface is very well vegetated with trees and brush and 
shallow humus layer established.  Road profile is deteriorating and road 
surface is less visually dominant. Cuts and fills have trees and other 
vegetation like adjacent forested environment.   

Natural Recovery Value 75 or 100% ς Road may not be driven by any 
vehicles.  Road surface and cuts and fills have humus, trees and other 
vegetation like adjacent forested environment.  Road profile has 
deteriorated and road profile is no longer visually dominant.    



Level 3-SN or 3-DN 
Natural Storage or Decommissioning 
 



Level 3-D ɀ 2ÏÁÄ ÓÃÁÒÉÆÉÅÄ Ψȱ ɀ ΣΤȱ 



Roadbed treated for noxious weeds, ripped, 
seeded and covered with slash 



Level 4 - 2ÏÁÄ ÒÉÐÐÅÄ ΣΤȱ ɀ ΣΪȱ 



Level 5 - Recontoured Road 



      Level 5 - Recontoured Road 



Major Culvert Removal 



Completed major culvert removal 
with step pools 



Stream Crossing Restoration 



Culverts are reused when possible 


