
SWCC Executive Committee 
Meeting Notes 

October 11, 2011 
 

Present: Sandy Mack, Cory Davis, Anne Dahl*, Gary Burnett*, Megan Birzell, Amber Kamps*, 
Debbie Austin*, Scott Brennan* 
*Indicates voting member. 
 

I. Review/approve notes from last meeting 
a. The notes from the September 13, 2011 Executive Committee meeting were 

approved unanimously. 
 

II. Updates/New information/Review action items from last meeting (pasted below for 
reference) 

a. The Washington Office has asked us for the following information: 1) whether 
we think it would be helpful to have national GIS support, and 2) what NEPA 
work is ongoing in the SW Crown as well as future needs related to NEPA. Sandy 
provided responses to these requests as follow: 1) local GIS support is more 
appropriate than national support, although we could benefit from additional 
funds to enable our designated local GIS support person (Lisa Blackburn) to more 
fully engage, and 2) we provided the WO with a list of current and upcoming EAs 
and EISs and explained that we project a need for $1.7 million/year in planning 
money through FY 2014 to do these analyses.  

b. Bridget Johnson sent Sandy some flow charts (which she passed out to the 
Executive Committee) that clarify what aspects of timber sale contracts can be 
used as CFLR match.  

c. The Regional Office is being asked to include spatial information along with 
database statistics to report SWCC accomplishments. The forests already do this, 
and so the spatial information should be available. The group agreed that it is 
important to have this spatial information presented on the website, and the 
Data Management subcommittee of the Monitoring Committee is working to 
ensure that this happens. 

d. America’s Great Outdoors (AGO) is an initiative of the Obama Administration to 
develop a 21st century conservation and recreation agenda. Initial listening 
sessions in 2010 led to the creation of five pilot landscapes around the country. 
One of these landscapes is the Crown of the Continent, and the FS has been 
identified as the lead federal agency for AGO in this landscape. Last Friday, a 
meeting was held at the RO to brainstorm ideas for what the AGO initiative could 
look like in the Crown of the Continent. Approximately 25 people attended, and 
some initial themes that emerged were: engaging with youth, eradicating weeds, 
and preventing the establishment of aquatic invasive species. The FS will take all 
the ideas presented, categorize them, and continue working with interested 
parties to move it forward. 

e. Action items remaining from the last meeting include: 



i. Megan and Scott will coordinate a meeting of the non-agency SWCC 
partners to discuss capacity. 

f. Our most recent understanding of match guidelines for CFLR funds indicate that 
participation in Monitoring Committee and Monitoring Committee working 
groups does count as match because the purpose of those meetings is to design 
and implement the monitoring program. However, participation in SWCC 
meetings and other subcommittees (i.e. Executive Committee, Prioritization 
Committee, etc.) does not count as match because these meetings are not 
directly engaged with implementation of CFLR projects. Time spent in these 
meetings does count as leverage. We also should be tracking investments on 
other land ownerships in the SW Crown that meet the goals and objectives of 
the CFLR program and count them as leverage. 

i. ACTION ITEM: Gary will accumulate a list of CFLR-consistent investments 
on non-NFS lands within the SW Crown for FY 2011 and will provide this 
information to Sandy and Megan by the end of October. 
 

III. Collaborative engagement in the NEPA process 
a. The group affirmed that, while the FS alone is responsible for addressing 

comments raised in the NEPA process, issues that are raised in these comments 
may be brought forward and discussed by the SWCC.  

 
IV. Helmville Face 

a. Gary informed the group that a notice of intent to sue the Helena National 
Forest has been brought forward on ESA grounds. The NOI states that aerial 
weed spraying in the Lincoln Ranger District will displace grizzly bears. The 
project in question is being implemented through a partnership agreement with 
the Blackfoot Challenge and includes weed treatments on multiple ownerships. 

b. Gary invited members of the Executive Committee to participate in a Blackfoot 
Challenge board meeting next week to discuss this in more detail. 

 
 


